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August 20, 2014 

 

 

Dear Educators,  

 

On behalf of all of MCESA, we are excited that you are using the Transition content specific 

assessments in your school or district.  We sincerely hope that the assessments help you to measure 

student growth and provide useful information about student learning.   

 

Attached are the item specifications and assessment blueprints that accompany each particular 

assessment.  These item specifications can serve as a useful tool for curriculum mapping activities.  

To support your use of items specifications, we have a few important points to consider. 

 

 The item specifications were written for a very specific audience and purpose.  They serve as 

a bridge between the standards and the assessment. The item specifications define for test 

writers what counts as testable content from the standards.  They delineate what could appear 

on a test or what should not appear on a test.  Item writers used the item specifications to 

write test items. 

 

 The item specifications may use i.e. or e.g. when listing testable content.  E.g. means that 

these things are eligible to be included on the assessment, but the test writer is not limited to 

them.  They are examples.  I.e. means the test content is limited to only those items listed.  

 

 Although the item specifications show that certain standards are not addressed on the 

MCESA content specific assessment, this does not necessarily mean that teachers are not 

responsible for teaching those standards.  Teachers are responsible for teaching all of the 

state standards that are designated in the official district curriculum document.  

 

For more information about how to use item specifications, please refer to the MCESA Assessment 

webpage for webcasts that explain in detail the assessment development process and the use of item 

specifications.  http://education.maricopa.gov//site/Default.aspx?PageID=263 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

The MCESA Assessment Department 
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TRANSITION – ELL 

Item Specifications 

Strand 1 – Personal Information – 15% 

Standard 
Measurement Criteria 

DOK Item Specification Accommodations 
Stimuli/Graphics 

ECAP 
E1.C Students will be able to 
identify personal information. 
 

 
1 

Identify personal information (i.e. name, 
age, place of birth, current residence). 
 
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following question 
format:  Who, What, When, Where, Which, and How as opposed 
to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem to 
include a vocabulary word or vice versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question accessible to 
students.  

 

If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 

ECAP 
E1.A Students will be able to 
identify the parts/sections of 
the ECAP.  

 
      1 
 

Identify the parts/sections of the ECAP to 
include personal information, actions steps, 
and the four affiliations.  
 
Include items related  to the following 
questions: 

 What is your ECAP? 

 Why is your ECAP important? 
 
Do not include the credit report. 
 
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following question 
format:  Who, What, When, Where, Which, and How as opposed 
to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem to 
include a vocabulary word or vice versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question accessible to 
students. 
 
If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 
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Strand 2 – Affiliations and Goals – 20% 

Content PO or 
Standard 

DOK Item Specification Accommodations 
Stimuli/Graphics 

ECAP 
E1.B Students will be able to 
differentiate between the 
four affiliations. 

 
2 

Differentiate between the four affiliations.  
 Home and Family 

 Career and Education 

 Hobbies and Recreation 

 Community and Service 

 
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following 
question format:  Who, What, When, Where, and How as 
opposed to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem 
to include a vocabulary word or vice versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question 
accessible to students. 
 
If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 
 

ECAP 
E1.D Students will be able 
to differentiate long-term 
goals from short-term goals. 
 

 
2 

Define short and long-term goals.  

 Short-term goals are identified within 
days, weeks or months. 

 Long-term goals are identified in months 
and years.  

 
Students will compare short and long-term goals.   
 
The goals provided in stems will be limited to 
Career and Education and Home and Family. 
 
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following 
question format:  Who, What, When, Where, and How as 
opposed to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem 
to include a vocabulary word or vice versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question 
accessible to students. 
 
If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 
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ECAP 
E1.E Students will be able to 
articulate action steps 
leading to long-term goals. 
 

 
1 

Students will be able to articulate action steps 
leading to long-term goals. 
 
Items will include four actions steps (e.g., learn 
English, finish high school, go to university/trade 
school, and get a job) limited only to career goal 
in a step by step sequence. 
 
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following 
question format:  Who, What, When, Where, and How as 
opposed to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem 
to include a vocabulary word or vice versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question 
accessible to students. 
 
If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 
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Strand 3 – Finance – 20% 

Content PO or 
Standard 

DOK Item Specification Accommodations 
Stimuli/Graphics 

ELP 
R4E-21: Identifying content 
area vocabulary within 
math, science and social 
studies text.  
 
 

1 Identify the monetary value and vocabulary of 
U.S. currency (i.e., money, pennies, nickels, 
dimes, quarters, and dollars). 
 
Not to include checks, credit cards, bank 
accounts, investments, or loans.  
 
Given an advertisement including picture(s) and 
prices, students will be able to answer the 
question, “How much does ____ cost?” 
 
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following 
question format:  Who, What, When, Where, Which, and How 
as opposed to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the 
subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem 
to include a vocabulary word or vice versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question 
accessible to students. 
 
If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 
 

WES 
9.A Exercises prudence in 
personal finance as it 
relates to employment. 

 Manages personal 
finances responsibly 

 

2 Some items will be to answer questions related 
to budget.  A sample budget will be provided.  
Budget will include salary, food, entertainment, 
transportation, housing, and/or clothing. 
 
The graphic for budget will be a T-chart. 
 
Students will be provided with a question where 
they must distinguish between needs vs. wants 
as related to finance. 
 
 
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following 
question format:  Who, What, When, Where, Which, and How 
as opposed to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the 
subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem 
to include a vocabulary word or vice versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question 
accessible to students. 
 
If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 
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Strand 4 – Communication and Technology – 20% 

Content PO or 
Standard 

DOK Item Specification Accommodations 
Stimuli/Graphics 

ELP 
R4E-21: Identifying content 
area vocabulary within 
math, science and social 
studies text.  
 

 

1 
 

Items will include the identification of, and when 
appropriate, the function of keyboarding 
vocabulary (i.e., shift, space, enter, tab, delete, 
screen, keyboard, power button, specified 
punctuation marks). 
 
 

Use images of computer keyboard, individual and specific 
keyboard buttons. 

ELP 
WPE-3:  Writing words using 
appropriate capitalization 
(e.g., proper nouns, 
pronoun ‘I’) with 
instructional support. 
 
 

1 Items will include the identification of written 
communication skills that require the 
appropriate use of capitalization. 
 
 

All items will be limited to simple sentence constructions: 

 S-V-DO or IO 

 Limited to questions related to personal subject 
pronouns and using present tense verbs (am, are, is, 
have, has, want, need, like) 

 Subject/verb number agreement 
 

ELP 
WPE-4:  Writing simple 
sentences using appropriate 
ending punctuation (i.e., 
period, exclamation mark, 
question mark) with 
instructional support. 

1 Items will include the identification of written 
communication skills that require the 
appropriate use of punctuation marks (i.e., 
period, question mark, and commas). 
 
 
 

All items will be limited to simple sentence constructions: 

 S-V-DO or IO 

 Limited to questions related to personal subject 
pronouns and using present tense verbs (am, are, is, 
have, has, want, need, like) 

 Subject/verb number agreement 
 

ELP 
WPE-16:  Using declarative 
simple sentences (S-V, S-V-
O) in a variety of writing 
applications, with 
instructional support. 
 

2 Items will include the identification of the 
application of standard English simple sentence 
construction. 
 

All items will be limited to simple sentence constructions: 

 S-V-DO or IO 

 Limited to questions related to personal subject 
pronouns and using present tense verbs (am, are, is, 
have, has, want, need, like) 

 Subject/verb number agreement 
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WES 
1.C Uses technologies and 
social media for workplace 
communication. 

 Exercises 
competence in 
using technology 

 Upholds the brand 

 Follows applicable 
laws and 
regulations 

 Matches technology 
to content 

 

2 Identify purposes for using MS Word (i.e., typing 
written responses and completing an 
application). 
 
Items will include ordering sequence of 
procedural steps (i.e., launching MS Word, 
closing Word, shutting down). 
 
Social media will not be addressed in any items. 
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Strand 5 – Professionalism – 15% 

Content PO or 
Standard 

DOK Item Specification Accommodations 
Stimuli/Graphics 

WES 
4.A Adheres to 
organizational protocol 
related to behavior, 
appearance, and 
communication. 

 Communicates with 
technical language 

 Communicates 
according to 
organizational 
standards 

 Satisfies customers 
 

 

1 Items will compare appropriate and 
inappropriate appearance for the workplace and 
job interviews (e.g., appropriate – suit, tie, 
collared shirt, slacks, knee length skirts, tops 
with sleeves, closed toed shoes;  inappropriate – 
t-shirts, jeans, shorts, spaghetti straps, flip-
flops/sandals, mini-skirts). 
 
Items will identify appropriate behavior for the 
workplace to include shaking hands, eye contact, 
posture, and body language.  
 
Items will include use of professional language to 
include: 

 Mr. and Ms. 

 Please 

 Thank you 

 You are welcome. 

 How may I help you?  

 Nice to meet you.  
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following 
question format:  Who, What, When, Where, Which and How 
as opposed to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the 
subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem 
to include a vocabulary word or vice versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question 
accessible to students. 
 
If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 
 

 

ELP 
R4E-29: Interpreting 
information within 
functional documents (e.g., 
graphic organizers, recipes, 
memos, menus, directories, 
flyers, brochures, etc.). 

3 Items will compare and contrast different 
examples of time management to prove 
understanding of budgeting time. 
 
Items will contain a schedule for students to 
interpret or complete after reading a text. 

Use images of a clock, school or work schedule, calendar, or 
days of the week.  
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Strand 6 – Collaboration – 10% 

Content PO or 
Standard 

DOK Item Specification Accommodations 
Stimuli/Graphics 

WES  
2.B  Promotes an 
environment of trust. 

 Builds team 
relationships 

 Takes responsibility 
for role on team 

 Manages 
information with 
sensitivity 

2 Distinguish between examples and non-
examples of teamwork.   
 
Items will include visual examples and non-
examples of teamwork.  
 
Identify components of collaboration.  Items will 
include visual examples of collaboration (e.g., 
taking turns, active listening, team roles, eye 
contact, team members facing each other, equal 
participation).  
 

When applicable, items will consistently use the following 
question format:  Who, What, When, Where, Which, and How 
as opposed to a proper noun or personal pronoun as the 
subject.   
 
If possible, have answers be graphics or pictures and the stem 
to include a vocabulary word or visa versa.    
 
Items that are text-based can use pictures to define difficult 
vocabulary or concepts in order to make the question 
accessible to students. 
 
If scenarios are used, they should be pictorial. 
 

 

Assessment Blueprint 

Strand Percentage 

1 Personal Information  15% 

2 Affiliations and Goals 20% 

3 Finance 20% 

4 Communication and Technology 20% 

5 Professionalism 15% 

6 Collaboration 10% 

 Assessment Total 100% 
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