
 

  
4041 N. Central Avenue, Ste. 1100, Phoenix AZ 85012  •  Phone 602-506-3866  •  Fax 602-506-3753 

 

     www.maricopa.gov/schools                                                          Known as experts. Renowned for service. 

Educational Innovation 

 
 

July, 2013 
 

Dear Educators,  
 
On behalf of all of MCESA, we are excited that you are using our social studies content specific 
assessments in your school or district.  We sincerely hope that the assessments help you to measure 
student growth and provide useful information about student learning.   
 
Attached are the item specifications that accompany each particular assessment.  These item 
specifications can serve as a useful tool for curriculum mapping activities.  To support your use of 
items specifications, we have a few important points to consider. 
 

• The item specifications were written for a very specific audience and purpose.  They serve as 
a bridge between the standards and the assessment. The item specifications define for test 
writers what counts as testable content from the standards.  They delineate what could appear 
on a test or what should not appear on a test.  Item writers used the item specifications to 
write test items. 

• The item specifications may use i.e. or e.g. when listing testable content.  E.g. means that 
these things are eligible to be included on the assessment, but the test writer is not limited to 
them.  They are examples.  I.e. means the test content is limited to only those items listed.  

• The assessments contain items aligned to the Arizona Common Core Standards for Literacy 
in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects.  The content emphasis for these 
standards shown on the item specifications is copied directly from the Arizona Examples and 
Explanations document available from the Arizona Department of Education. 

• Although the item specifications show that certain standards are not addressed on the 
MCESA content specific assessment, this does not mean that teachers are not responsible for 
teaching those standards.  Teachers are responsible for teaching all of the state standards.  

• Some item specification documents may have notes about a standard being instructionally 
linked to another standard.  This is an optional notation that some item specification authors 
chose to record as additional information about how certain standards relate to each other. 

• The U.S. History assessment does represent the entirety of American history.  It was named 
U.S. History to reflect the common course name used in Arizona high schools. 

 
For more information about how to use item specifications, please refer to the MCESA Assessment 
webpage for webcasts that explain in detail the assessment development process and the use of item 
specifications.  Also look for announcements about face-to-face workshops related to social studies 
instruction or assessment use.  http://education.maricopa.gov//site/Default.aspx?PageID=263 
 
 
Sincerely,  
MCESA Assessment Department 

 

http://www.maricopa.gov/schools
http://education.maricopa.gov/site/Default.aspx?PageID=263
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Key Ideas and Details 
 
9-10.RH.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending 
to such features as the date and origin of the 
information. 
 
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
This standard requires students to examine the details of a primary source or 
secondary source to support their analysis of the document.  To support their 
analysis, students use textual evidence including author’s main point, purpose 
and perspective, fact versus opinion, differing points of view, credibility and 
validity of the text.  Students might also consider date, bias, intended 
audience and the possibility of changes due to translations.  Some common 
types of primary (first-hand) and secondary (second-hand) sources for 
analysis include: journals, maps, illustration, photographs, documentaries, 
logs, records, etc. 
 
Examples 

• To set the foundation for the development of representative and 
limited government, students compare and contrast excerpts from the 
Magna Carta to the English Bill of Rights. SSHS-S2C6-01 

• Researching the resources of the National Archives (NARA) and 
other credible collections, students analyze WWI and WWII posters 
representing Allies and non-Allies to find evidence and propaganda 
techniques.  SSHS-S2C8-01, SSHS-S2C8-05 

 
 
 

Type of Assessment  
 

MC 
 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 

2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Key Ideas and Details 
 
9-10.RH.2. Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of how key events or 
ideas develop over the course of the text. 
 
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
This standard asks students to identify key ideas and/or events in text or 
documents and then provide a summary of how the author develops the key 
event or ideas. Key ideas and/or events could be developed thematically, 
sequentially, anecdotally, consequentially, procedurally and/or in order of 
importance.  
 
Examples  

• Using the aid of a graphic organizer to deconstruct the text, students 
study differing theories of why Rome fell and identify key factors that 
contributed to its fall. SSHS-S2C3-01  

• Using historical narrative such as journal entries or eyewitness 
accounts, students compare and contrast the central ideas embodied in 
the collection of readings. Topics for readings could include varying 
accounts of the plague, the Boxer Rebellion, the French or Chinese 
Revolution or global genocide. SSHS-S2C3-04; SSHS-S2C7-05; 
SSHS-S2C8-03; SSHS-S2C8-06  
 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

3 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Key Ideas and Details 
 
9-10.RH.3. Analyze in detail a series of events 
described in a text; determine whether earlier events 
caused later ones or simply preceded them. 
 
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
Not assessed. 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
In this standard, students examine connections between events and then 
determine if a relationship exists between the events. Relationships could be 
economic, social, political, or ideological. If a relationship does exist, students 
assess the extent of significant change and identify the change as causal or 
happenstance. Some key words that students may look for that demonstrate a 
cause and effect relationship include: preceding, as a result of, because, prior 
to, as a consequence of and following.  
 
Examples  

• Students research the social, political, economic and/or ideological 
factors that contributed to the rise of nationalism in Germany, France, 
and Russia prior to WWI. Students share their research through a 
posted blog. SSHS-S2C8-01  
 

• After reading excerpts of Dwight D. Eisenhower’s foreign policy 
press conference remarks of April 1954 in which he introduced the 
domino theory, students determine if there was validity to his theory 
and if a causal relationship existed. Students then analyze the time 
line of related Cold War events to substantiate or refute his theory. 
SSHS-S2C8-07  
 

 

Type of Assessment   
 
 

 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Craft and Structure 
 
9-10.RH.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social studies. 
 
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
Vocabulary is the linchpin of reading across the content areas. In this 
standard, students will need multiple strategies to determine the most precise 
meaning of words as they relate to history/social science. Some strategies to 
lend meaning to unknown words include word decoding, context clues, 
identifying root words, and use of appropriate digital or print reference 
materials.  
 
Examples:  

• Students determine the meaning of words such as quadrant, astrolabe, 
equator, and horizon line in Joan Dash’s The Longitude Prize as well 
as phrases such as dead reckoning and sailing the parallel that reflect 
social aspects of history. Common Core State Standards, Appendix B, 
p. 138 http://corestandards.org/the-standards  
 

• Using an online dictionary, students compile a working vocabulary 
list identifying suffixes of commonly used social science terms. Some 
examples include: “isms,” “ships,” and “ists.” “isms” could be 
nationalism, capitalism, anarchism, federalism, humanism, 
mercantilism; “ships” could be dictatorships, entrepreneurship, 
citizenship; “ists” abolitionist, isolationist, micro-economist, and 
monarchist. Students will apply knowledge of suffixes in order to 
comprehend text. See Glossary of Social Studies Standards. 

 
 

Type of Assessment  
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the  
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Craft and Structure 
 
9-10.RH.5. Analyze how a text uses structure to 
emphasize key points or advance an explanation or 
analysis. 
 
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
Not assessed. 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
Identifying the parts of text and how they work together as a whole is an 
essential skill. In this standard, students will need to identify thesis 
statements, supporting details, and conclusions with a body of text as well as 
transition statements revealing the next idea or the author’s intent.  
 
Examples  

• Prior to reading a textbook chapter, students will identify text 
structures such as bolded subtitles, graphics, visuals, quotes, time 
lines to aid in understanding the key points in the text.  

• Students will examine Kennedy’s inaugural address of January 1961 
and analyze how he outlined plans for domestic and foreign policy 
using key terms and structure of the speech. SSHS-S2C8-07  

• In order to demonstrate techno-literacy, students will locate and 
synthesize information using advanced search strategies including a 
variety of search engines to access information in databases such as 
Library of Congress, CIA World Factbook, Show World Mapping, 
Cambridge University, etc. ETHS-S2C2-01 

 
 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
  
 

AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Craft and Structure 
 
9-10.RH.6. Compare the point of view of two or 
more authors for how they treat the same or similar 
topics, including which details they include and 
emphasize in their respective accounts. 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Not Assessed. 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
Presenting multiple perspectives or points of view is critical to investigating 
historical topics. In this standard, students should read carefully to determine 
what are the stated assumptions and unstated inferences that provide insight 
into the author’s purpose. Within text, students should be able to recognize 

Type of Assessment   
 

 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
 
 

balance or imbalance, bias, loaded language, details purposefully excluded 
and the use of excerpted quotes by authors.  A definition of loaded language 
is the use of stereotypical or pejorative language when characterizing a 
person, place, or thing. An example would be to describe a country as 
uncivilized and primitive with an uneducated populace.  Loaded language 
may also include an exaggeration or hyperbole about a person, place or thing. 
An example would be to call a country the “policeman of the western 
hemisphere” or the “bastion of freedom.”  
 
Examples:  

• Students compare the similarities and differences in point of view in 
works by Dee Brown and Evan Connell regarding the Battle of Little 
Big Horn, analyzing how the authors treat the same event and which 
details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 
Common Core State Standards, Appendix B, p. 138 
http://corestandards.org/the-standards  
 

• In order to understand responses to imperialism in the early 20th 
century, students explore China’s Boxer Rebellion from the point of 
view of Christian missionaries, the Society of Harmonious Fists, 
political leader Sun Yat-sen, Secretary of State John Hay and 
Empress Ci Xi. They compare the explanation of events from each 
perspective while looking for examples of bias, imbalance, loaded 
language, stated and unstated assumptions or inferences. Students 
will show how the narratives support a point of view. SSHS-S2C7-05  
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
9-10.RH.7. Integrate quantitative or technical 
analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative 
analysis in print or digital text. 
 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Not assessed.  
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
This standard requires students to use a variety of charts, pie and bar graphs, 
tables and maps within a body of print or digital information to make 
connections by identifying trends, patterns, and anomalies all of which enable 
students to make generalizations and/or predictions based on the data. 
Students should use digital tools to decipher data.  
Quantitative analysis tells “how much” and is expressed as numerical data 
(number of cell phones in use in Nigeria); qualitative analysis tells “how 
well” and is descriptive in nature (standard of living in Nigeria).  
Integrating analysis of both quantitative and qualitative data would require 
students to make a qualitative statement and then support it with quantitative 
data. For example, “increased urbanization in Nigeria has led to a higher 
standard of living as evidenced by the increasing number of cell phones used 
in Nigeria,” would be such a statement.  
 
Example  

• Using Gapminder World or any other world database, students will 
create graphs and tables to illustrate their conclusions based on the 
findings of their integrated analysis. Broad topics of study could 
include global demographics, benefits and results of trade 
agreements, and incidences of and/or decreases of AIDS. SSHS-
S2C1-01; ETHS-S1C3-01  

 
 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
9-10.RH.8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning 
and evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 
 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Not assessed. 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
In this standard, students identify fact versus opinion in written text and 
determine how an author uses the text to present evidence and to sway 
readers. Students should judge if details included in the text are logical and if 
they reasonably support the author’s claims. Some criteria for assessing the 
text include the amount of examples given, the strength of the examples, the 
credibility of sources used and the accuracy of the content. Students should 
determine if the details given within the text lead the reader to the same 
conclusions.  
 
Example  

• Using both primary and secondary source materials, students will 
identify fact versus opinion in researching the historical question, 
“Did the French Revolution live up to its commitment of Equality, 
Fraternity and Liberty outlined in the Declaration of the Rights of 
Man?” Or they could research the historical question, “How was 
genocide in the late 20th and early 21st centuries different than and 
similar to genocide in the 15th and 16th centuries?” SSHS-S2C1-05 

 
 
 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
9-10.RH.9. Compare and contrast treatments of the 
same topic in several primary and secondary sources. 
 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Not assessed.  
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
Primary sources are the basis on which historians draw their conclusions. At 
the same time, secondary sources often give a current view of past events. 
Both are necessary when students investigate history. This standard requires 
students to compare primary and secondary sources, thereby providing an 
enriched experience for novice historians. Students must keep in mind the 
different purposes for which the text was written and how interpretations of 
events may differ with the passage of time.  
 
Examples:  

• Students analyze the role of African American soldiers in the Civil 
War by comparing and contrasting primary source materials against 
secondary syntheses such as Jim Haskin’s Black, Blue and Gray: 
African Americans in the Civil War. Common Core State Standards, 
Appendix B, p. 138 http://corestandards.org/the-standards  
 

• Students locate three sources of a contemporary news item and 
compare the treatment of the issue – facts presented or deleted, 
opinions provided, depth of coverage, longevity of the news feature 
and presence or absence of loaded language. Students could select 
from a variety of news sources: web-based, online newspapers, news 
magazines, television and/or radio reports, political cartoons, etc. 
Students discuss similarities and differences and assess how the 
various interpretations of the news item sway public opinion. SSHS-
S2C1-05  

 
 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
AZCC Reading Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
 
9-10.RH.10. By the end of grade 10, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 
9–10 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
 
 
 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Not assessed. 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
By the end of grade 9 or 10, students will read and comprehend history/social 
science texts at the appropriate grade level in high school.  
 
 

Type of Assessment  
 
 
 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 

AZCC Writing Standards for Literacy in History 
and SS 
 
Text Types and Purposes 
 
9-10.WHST.3. (See note; not applicable as a separate 
requirement) 
 
Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in 
these grades. The Standards require that students be 
able to incorporate narrative elements effectively into 
arguments and informative/explanatory texts. In 
history/social studies, students must be able to 
incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of 
individuals or events of historical import. 
 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Not assessed. 
 
From AZ Explanations and Examples 
This standard requires students to incorporate narrative historical accounts 
(e.g., diaries, journals, stories, folktales, and lyrics) to support their arguments 
in an informative or explanatory text. 
 
Examples: 

• Students will read narrative accounts of Silk Road travelers and 
    merchants (The Journal of Marco Polo) and include the accounts into     
    their analyses of the importance of the Silk Road to commerce and     
    trade during the Middle Ages. SSHS-S2C3-04 
• Students will read historical accounts of Sir Isaac Newton and other  

          scientific innovators and assess how the efforts of these individuals    
          impacted the scientific revolution. SSHS-S2C4-02; SSHS-S2C6-02 
 
 
 

Type of Assessment  
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 
 
Concept 1:  Research Skills for History  
 
PO 1.  Interpret historical data displayed in maps, 
graphs, tables, charts, and geologic time scales. 
 
SSHS-S2C1-01 

Content Emphasis: 
  
Content used for items for the research skills must come from the other World 
History POs. 
 
 
Can include: 

a. Effects on population (e.g., immigration, war, and plagues) 
b. Changes in political boundaries (e.g., effects of wars, imperialism) 
c. Maps, charts or tables incorporating social, political, and economic 

data.  
 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

2 

Strand 2:  World History 
 
Concept 1:  Research Skills for History  
 
PO 2.  Distinguish among dating methods that yield 
calendar ages (e.g., dendrochronology), numerical 
ages (e.g., radiocarbon), correlated ages (e.g., 
volcanic ash), and relative ages (e.g., geologic time). 
 
 
SSHS-S2C1-02 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Content used for items for the research skills must come from the other World 
History POs. 
 

 
 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
  

2 

Strand 2:  World History 
 
Concept 1:  Research Skills for History  
 
PO 3.  Formulate questions that can be answered by 
historical study and research.  
 
SSHS-S2C1-03 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Content used for items for the research skills must come from the other World 
History POs. 
 
 
 
 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
  

2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
Concept 1:  Research Skills for History  
 
PO 4.  Construct graphs, tables, timelines, charts, and 
narratives to interpret historical data 
 
SSHS-S2C1-04 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Content used for items for the research skills must come from the other World 
History POs. 
 
 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 

2 

Strand 2:  World History 
 

Concept 1:  Research Skills for History  
 
PO 5.  Evaluate primary and secondary sources for 

a. Authors’ main points 
b. Purpose and perspective 
c. Facts vs. opinions 
d. Different points of view on the same 

historical event (e.g., Geography concept 6-
geog perspective can be different from 
economic perspective) 

e. Credibility and validity 
 
SSHS-S2C1-05 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Content used for items for the research skills must come from the other World 
History POs. 
 
Can include: 

• Use a quote or short excerpt from grade and text complexity 
appropriate primary sources to interpret author’s purpose or 
perspective. (Approximate length: 7 lines) 
• Examples of primary sources: (e.g., art work, quotes,  

propaganda posters, journals, newspaper/magazine articles, 
etc…) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
Concept 1:  Research Skills for History  
 
PO 6.   Apply the skills of historical analysis to 
current social, political, geographic, and economic 
issues facing the world. 
 
SSHS-S2C1-06 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Content used for items for the research skills must come from the other World 
History POs. 
 
 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 

2 

Strand 2:  World History 
 

Concept 1:  Research Skills for History  
 
PO 7. Compare present events with past events: 

a. Cause and effect 
b. Change over time 
c. Different points of view 

 
 
SSHS-S2C1-07 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Content used for items for the research skills must come from the other World 
History POs. 
 
Can include: 

a.    When comparing past and present events, use events that occurred 
during the 21st Century to be identified as “present” events. 

 
b.    Events that occurred prior to the 21st Century would be considered 
     “past events” to be relevant to student’s lives. Past events must align 
      to assessed standards of the high school world history course. 

 
c.   Use various grade and text complexity appropriate primary sources 
     (e.g., art work, quotes, propaganda posters, journals, 
     newspaper/magazine articles, etc…).  Approximate length of text 
     should be 7 sentences. 

 
 
 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
Concept 2:  Early Civilizations  
 
PO 1.  Describe the development of early prehistoric 
people, their agriculture, and settlements. 
 
 
SSHS-S2C2-01 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Location of  river valley civilizations on a map 
• Egypt 
• China 
• Mesopotamia 
• The Americas 

b. Characteristics of agricultural revolution 
c. Factors which enabled early people to go from nomadic to 

settlements  
 
Stimulus type: 

• Bulleted lists 
• Diagrams 

 
Instructionally linked to geography standards. 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
1 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
Concept 2:  Early Civilizations  

 
PO 2.    Analyze the development and historical 
significance of Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, 
Christianity, and Islam. 
 

 
 

SSHS-S2C2-02 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Definitions of polytheism and monotheism 
b. Compare and contrast the major principles of the following religions: 

Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam (e.g., 
founders, origins, texts, rituals, rites of passage, etc…) 

c. The effects of these religions on future societies/cultures 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

Strand 2:  World History 
 

Concept 2:  Early Civilizations  
 
PO 3.  Analyze the enduring Greek and Roman 
contributions and their impact on later civilization: 

a. Development of concepts of government and 
citizenship (e.g., democracy, republics, 
codification of law, and development of 
empire) 

b. Scientific and cultural advancements (e.g., 
network of roads, aqueducts, art and 
architecture, literature and theatre, 
mathematics, and philosophy) 

 
SSHS-S2C2-03 

Content Emphasis: 
 
Can include: 

a. Compare and contrast the democracies and republics 
• The long lasting contributions of Greece and Rome (e.g.,   

 networks and roads, aqueducts, art and architecture, literature 
and theatre, math, science, philosophy, and codification of law) 

b. The growth of engineering leading to growth of empires 
 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
Concept 2:  Early Civilizations  
 
PO 4.   Analyze the enduring Chinese contributions 
and their impact on later civilization: 

a. Development of concepts of government and 
citizenship (e.g., Confucianism, empire)  

b. Scientific, mathematical, and technical 
advances (e.g., roads, aqueducts) 

c. Cultural advancements in art, architecture, 
literature, theatre, and philosophy. 
 

SSHS-S2C2-04 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. The major principles of Confucianism 
b. The long-lasting contributions of the Chinese (e.g., engineering 

advances, science, math, technology, architecture, literatures, theater, 
philosophy, art) 

c. The impact of Confucianism on Chinese government and society 
 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

Strand 2:  World History 
 
Concept 3:  World in Transition  
 
PO 1.    Contrast the fall of Rome with the 
development of the Byzantine and Arab Empires 
(e.g., religion, culture, language, governmental 
structure). 
 
 
SSHS-S2C3-01 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Role of the fall of Rome in the development of the Byzantine Empire  
b. The development of the Byzantine Empire (e.g., Justinian, Hagia 

Sofia, Constantinople) 
c. The development of the Arab Empires (e.g., Umayyad, Abbasid, 

Golden Age) 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
 
Strand 2:  World History 
 
Concept 3:  World in Transition  

 
PO 2.  Compare feudalism in Europe and Japan and 
its connection with religious and cultural institutions.   
 
 
SSHS-S2C3-02 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Feudalism as an economic system 
b. Compare and contrast aspects of Japanese and European feudalism  

(e.g., bushido, chivalry, key societal positions) 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

Strand 2:  World History 
 
Concept 3:  World in Transition  

 
PO 3.  Compare the development of empires (e.g., 
Roman, Han, Mali, Incan/Inkan, Ottoman) 
throughout the world. 

 
 

SSHS-S2C3-03 

Content Emphasis: 
 
 Can include: 

•  Compare the development of Roman, Han, Mali, Incan/Inkan, and   
 Ottoman Empires. 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

 
 

Type of Assessment  
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 

2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
 

Concept 3:  World in Transition  
 
PO 4.  Describe the interaction of European and 
Asian civilizations from the 12th to the 16th centuries: 
 

a. Crusades 
b. Commerce and the Silk Road  
c. Impact on culture 
d. Plague 

 
SSHS-S2C3-04 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Interactions between Europe and Asia (e.g., The Mongols, Crusades, 
Silk Road) 

b. The causes and effects of the crusades 
c. Impact of plague on Europe and Asia 
d. Impact of trade between Europe and Asia with respect to ideas, 

cultures and goods 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
Concept 4:  Renaissance and Reformation 
 
PO 1.   Analyze the results of Renaissance thoughts 
and theories: 

 
a. Rediscovery of Greek and Roman ideas 
b. Humanism and its emphasis on individual 
      potential and achievements 
c.   Scientific approach to the natural world 
d.   Middle Eastern contributions (e.g., 
      mathematics, science) 
e.   Innovations in the arts and sciences. 

 
 
SSHS-S2C4-01 
 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Rediscovery of Greek and Roman ideas on European society 
(e.g., Science, Philosophy, Literature, Art, Architecture) 

b. New European Renaissance scientific and art innovations (e.g., 
perspective, portraits) 

c. Humanism (e.g., secularism, Greco-Roman influences, political 
philosophy) 

d. Middle Eastern contribution to society (e.g., math, science)  
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
Concept 4:  Renaissance and Reformation 
 
PO 2. Explain how the ideas of the Protestant 
Reformation and the Catholic Reformation (e.g., 
secular authority, individualism, migration, literacy 
and vernacular, the arts) affected society.  
 
 
 
SSHS-S2C4-02 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Causes of Protestant Reformation 
b. Effects of Protestant Reformation on the Catholic church 
c. Effects that literacy and the printing press had on reformation (e.g., 

vernacular) 
d. Effects of Catholic Reformation on society 
e. Significance of Martin Luther and King Henry VIII to Protestant 

Reformation  
 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Strand 2:  World History 

 
Concept 5:  Encounter and Exchange 
 
PO 1.   Describe the religious, economic, social, and 
political interactions among civilizations that resulted 
from early exploration: 
 

a. Reasons for European exploration 
b. Impact of expansion and colonization on 

Europe 
c. Impact of expansion and colonization on 

Africa, the Americas, and Asia 
d. Role of disease in conquest 
e. Role of trade 
f. Navigational technology 
g. Impact and ramifications of slavery and 

international slave trade 
 
SSHS-S2C5-01 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Reasons for Europeans exploration (e.g., God, gold, and glory) 
b. New navigational technologies that enables exploration 
c. Impact of disease in conquest of native populations 
d. Impact of colonization on Europe, Asia, Africa, and America 
e. Impact and ramifications of slavery and slave trade 
f. Compare and contrast the motives and methods of colonization of the 

Spanish and British  
g. Impact of the Columbian Exchange 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 
• Tables, charts, graphs 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 6:  Age of Revolution 
 
PO 1.  Contrast the development of representative, 
limited government in England with the development 
and continuation of absolute monarchies in other 
European nations: 
 

a. Absolute monarchies  (e.g., Louis XIV, Peter 
the Great, Philip II) 

b. The Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, 
and parliamentary government 

c. The ideas of John Locke 
 
SSHS-S2C6-01 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Compare and contrast the absolute monarchies (e.g., Louis XIV, Peter 
the Great, Philip II) and constitutional monarchies 

b. Purpose of and ideas in the Magna Carta and English Bill of Rights 
c. No items here for John Locke (see PO 3) 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings, pictures, and political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

Type of Assessment  
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

Concept 6:  Age of Revolution 
 
PO 2.  Explain how new ideas (i.e., Heliocentrism, 
Scientific Method, Newton’s Laws) changed the way 
people understood the world. 
 
 
SSHS-S2C6-02 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Impact of the following:  
• Heliocentrism 
• Scientific Method  
• Newton’s Law 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 6:  Age of Revolution 
 
PO 3. Explain how Enlightenment ideas influenced 
political thought and social change: 
 

a. Deism 
b. Role of women  
c. Political thought 
d. Social change 

 
 
SSHS-S2C6-03 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Political and/or social importance of the Enlightenment 
• Role of women (e.g., Wollstonecraft) 
• Political thought (e.g., Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau) 
• Social change (e.g., Voltaire, Beccaria) 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

 
 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 6:  Age of Revolution 
 
PO 4. Analyze the developments of the French 
Revolution and rule of Napoleon: 

 
a.   Reign of Terror 
b.   Rise of Napoleon 
c.   Spread of nationalism in  
      Europe  
d.   Defeat of Napoleon and 
      Congress of Vienna 

 
SSHS-S2C6-04 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Privileges (economic, social, and political) of the different estates 
b. Robespierre’s impact on Reign of Terror 
c. Events that led to the rise and fall of Napoleon 
d. Development of nationalism in Europe 
e. Effects of Napoleon’s rise to power on other European nations 
f. Significance of the Congress of Vienna 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

Concept 6:  Age of Revolution 
 

PO 5.  Explain the revolutionary and independence 
movements in Latin America (e.g., Mexico, Haiti, 
South America). 
 
SSHS-S2C6-05 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Causes of independence movements in Latin America  
b. Effects  of the independence movement on Latin American societies 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 6:  Age of Revolution 
 
PO 6.  Analyze the social, political, and economic 
development and impact of the Industrial Revolution: 
 

a. Origins in England’s textile and mining 
industries 

b. Urban growth and the social impact of 
industrialization 

c. Unequal spread of industrialization to other 
countries 

d. Political and economic theories (nationalism, 
anarchism, capitalism, socialism) 

 
 
SSHS-S2C6-06 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Reasons why the Industrial Revolution began in England 
b. Impact that the Industrial Revolution had on urban growth and 

society 
c. Impact of technology on the Industrial Revolution 
d. Reason for the unequal spread of industrialization to other countries 
e. New economic and political theories: 

• Nationalism (e.g., Mazzini) 
• Anarchism  
• Capitalism  
• Socialism (e.g., Karl Marx) 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 7:  Age of Imperialism 
 
PO 1. Explain the rationale (e.g., need for raw 
materials, domination of markets, advent of national 
competition, spread of European culture/religion) for 
imperialism.  
 
 
 
SSHS-S2C7-01 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include:  

• The reasons for European imperialism (e.g., need for raw materials, 
domination of markets, advent of national competition, spread of 
European culture/religion) 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 7:  Age of Imperialism 

 
PO 2. Trace the development of the British Empire 
around the world (e.g., America, Southeast Asia, 
South Pacific, India, Africa, the Suez). 
 
 
 
SSHS-S2C7-02 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include:  

• The British colonization of (e.g., America, Southeast Asia, South 
Pacific, India, Africa, the Suez Canal) 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 7:  Age of Imperialism 
 
PO 3.  Describe the division of the world into 
empires and spheres of influence during the 18th and 
19th centuries (e.g., British, French, Dutch, Spanish, 
American, Belgian). 
 
 
SSHS-S2C7-03 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include:  

a. The forms of imperialism (e.g., Colony, Protectorate, Sphere of 
influence, economic imperialism)  

b. The types of imperial management methods with examples of 
where they occurred (e.g., Indirect Control, Direct Control) 

c. Location of areas that the following nations had imperialistic 
claims (e.g., Britain, France, Netherlands, Spain, U.S., Belgium) 

d. Impact of the Berlin Conference and Scramble for Africa 
 
Stimulus type: 

• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 7:  Age of Imperialism 
 
PO 4. Analyze the effects of European and American 
colonialism on their colonies (e.g., artificially drawn 
boundaries, one-crop economies, creation of 
economic dependence, population relocation, cultural 
suppression). 
 
 
SSHS-S2C7-04 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include:  

a. Effects of European and American imperialism (e.g., cultural 
suppression, economic dependence of colonized nations, population 
relocation) 

b. The impact of one-crop/cash crop economies 
c. The impact of the Berlin Conference 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 7:  Age of Imperialism 

 
PO 5.   Analyze the responses to imperialism (e.g., 
Boxer Rebellion, Sepoy Rebellion, Opium Wars, 
Zulu Wars) by people under colonial rule at the end 
of the 19th century. 
 
 
SSHS-S2C7-05 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

• Examples of resistance against imperialism and their causes and 
effects  (e.g., the Boxer Rebellion, Sepoy Rebellion, Opium War, 
Zulu Wars)  

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 7:  Age of Imperialism 
 
PO 6.  Explain Japanese responses to 
European/American imperialism from a closed door 
policy to adoption of Euro-American ideas. 
 
 
 
SSHS-S2C7-06 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. The definition of the Closed Door Policy 
b. Japanese responses to European and American imperialism including:  

• The Treaty of Kanagawa 
• Meiji Reforms and Modernization (e.g., industrialization, 

education system, military modernization) 
• End of shogunate  
• Japanese military actions against Russia, Korea, China  

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 8:  World at War 
 
PO 1. Examine the causes of World War I: 
 

a. Rise of nationalism in Europe 
b. Unification of Germany and Otto Von 

Bismarck’s leadership   
c. Rise of ethnic and ideological conflicts - the 

Balkans, Austria-Hungary, the decline of the 
Ottoman Empire 

 
 
SSHS-S2C8-01 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Causes of World War I  
• Militarism  
• Alliance system 
• Imperialism  
• Nationalism 

b. Significance of the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand to 
spark the outbreak of WWI 
• Tension in the Balkans 
• Growth of the Austria-Hungary Empire 
• Decline of the Ottoman Empire 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 8:  World at War 
 
PO 2.     Analyze the impact of the changing nature 
of warfare in World War I: 
 

a. Trench warfare 
b. Mechanization of war – machine gun, 

gasoline, submarine, tanks, chemical 
c. American involvement 

 
 
SSHS-S2C8-02 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Impact of new military technologies in WWI  
• Machine gun  
• Submarine  
• Chemical warfare  
• Air power 

b. New military technologies leading to the new military strategy of 
trench warfare in WWI (e.g., battle of Verdun, battle of the 
Somme) 

c. Causes of US entry into WWI   
• Lusitania  
• Zimmerman Note/Telegram  
• Unrestricted submarine warfare 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 8:  World at War 
 
PO 3.  Explain the end of World War I and its 
aftermath: 
 

a. Russian Revolution 
b. Treaty of Versailles 
c. End of empires (e.g., Austro-Hungarian, 

Ottoman, Russian) 
d. Continuation of colonial systems (e.g., 

French Indochina, India, Philippines) 
 
SSHS-S2C8-03 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. The internal factors which led Russia to end its involvement in WWI 
b. Causes and effects of the Russian Revolution 
c. Significance of the Treaty of Versailles, reparations, loss of land, loss 

of colonies, League of Nations, and demilitarization 
d. Use a map to identify the geo-political changes as a result of  World 

War I as a result of the Treaty of Versailles 
e. The continuation of colonial systems (e.g., French Indochina, India, 

Philippines) 
 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment  
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 8:  World at War 
 
PO 4.    Examine the period between World War I 
and World War II: 
 

a. Rise of fascism and dictatorships 
b. Postwar economic problems 
c. New alliances  
d. Growth of the Japanese empire 
e. Challenges to the world order in America 

and Asia 
 
 
SSHS-S2C8-04 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Causes and effects of the rise of dictators and fascism in Europe (i.e., 
Mussolini, Stalin, Franco, and Hitler) 

b. The impact of the global economic problems during the post WWI 
years 

c. Japanese expansion into Asia and the Pacific 
d. Failures of the League of Nations 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 8:  World at War 
 
PO 5. Analyze aspects of World War II: 
 

a. Political ideologies (e.g., Totalitarianism, 
Democracy) 

b. Military strategies (e.g., air warfare, atomic 
bomb, Russian front, concentration camps) 

c. Treatment of civilian populations  
d. Holocaust 

 
 
SSHS-S2C8-05 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Compare and contrast political ideologies (e.g., Totalitarianism, 
Democracy, Nazism, and Communism) 

b. Impact of new military techniques on WWII (e.g., air warfare and the 
atomic bomb) 

c. New military strategies used by each country (e.g., air warfare, 
atomic bomb, Russian front, concentration camps) 

d. Causes and effects of the Holocaust 
e. Impact of WWII on civilian populations 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 8:  World at War 
 
PO 6.  Examine genocide as a manifestation of 
extreme nationalism in the 20th century (e.g., 
Armenia, Holocaust, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, 
Kosovo, and Sudan). 
 
 
SSHS-S2C8-06 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Examine genocide as a manifestation of extreme nationalism 
(considering the groups targeted, groups responsible, and 
justification) using examples from the list below: 
• Armenia  
• Holocaust  
• Cambodia  
• Bosnia  
• Rwanda  
• Kosovo  
• Sudan 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 8:  World at War 
 
PO 7.  Analyze the political, economic, and cultural 
impact of the Cold War: 

 
a. Superpowers – Soviet Union, United States, 

China  
b. Division of Europe 
c. Developing world  
d. Korean and Vietnam Wars  

 
 
SSHS-S2C8-07 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Location of superpower spheres of influence on a map  
b. The political division of Europe between Communist and democratic 

states 
c. The superpowers use of the developing nations of the world to further 

their economic and political ambitions (e.g., Korea, Vietnam, 
Marshall Plan, Warsaw Pact, NATO) 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 8:  World at War 
 
PO 8.  Compare independence movements of 
emerging nations (e.g., Africa, Asia, Middle East, 
Latin America). 
 
SSHS-S2C8-08 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Compare and contrast the means of independence of emerging 
nations (e.g., Israel, India, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Nigeria)  

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 9:  Contemporary World 
 
PO 1.    Explain the fall of the Soviet Union and its 
impact on the world. 
 
 
SSHS-S2C9-01 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. The causes of the fall of the USSR and communism in Europe 
• Gorbachev’s policies of Glasnost, Perestroika, democratization, 

and foreign policy (cost of arms race) 
• Nationalist movements and ethnic tensions within the Soviet 

Union (Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia) 
• August Coup and role of Boris Yeltsin  
• Dissolution of the Soviet Union  

 
b. The impact of the fall of communism and dissolution of the Soviet 

Union  
• Fall of the Berlin Wall 
• Implementation of Shock Therapy as economic policy in Russia 

and Eastern Europe 
• Break up of Eastern/Central European countries (e.g., 

Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia) 
• Russian separatist movements (e.g., Chechnya) 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 

2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 9:  Contemporary World 
 
PO 2.  Explain the roots of terrorism: 
 

a. Background and motives  
b. Religious conflict (e.g., Northern Ireland, 

Chechnya, Southwestern Philippines, 
southern Thailand, Kashmir) 

c. Background of modern Middle East conflicts 
(e.g., Israeli – Palestinian conflict, Persian 
Gulf conflicts, Afghanistan) 

d. Economic and political inequities and 
cultural insensitivities  

 
 
SSHS-S2C9-02 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. The definition of terrorism 
b. The motives for terrorism: 

• Gaining independence 
• Expelling foreigners 
• Changing society  
• Radical religious, and cultural beliefs, cultural insensitivities  
• Economic and political inequalities 

c.    Terrorism in the following areas as a result of religious conflict:   
       (e.g., Northern Ireland, Chechnya, Southwestern Philippines) 

       d.    The causes of the following conflicts:  
• Israelis/Palestinians (e.g., land ownership)  
• First Persian Gulf Conflict (e.g., land ownership of Kuwait) 
• Second Persian Gulf Conflict (e.g., Weapons of Mass 

Destruction)  
• 2000s Afghanistan conflict (e.g., 9/11 response) 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

 

Type of Assessment  
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 9:  Contemporary World 
 
PO 3.   Describe the development of political and 
economic interdependence during the second half of 
the twentieth century: 
 

a. Economics, global wage inequalities 
b. Technology 
c. Multinational corporations 
d. Growth of international governmental 

organizations (e.g., World Trade 
Organization) 

e. Growth of non-governmental organizations 
(e.g., Red Cross, Red Crescent) 

 
 
SSHS-S2C9-03 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Definition of globalization 
b. The  purpose of the United Nations 
c. The impact of globalization on developed and developing nations 

(inequalities) 
d. The impact of technology on globalization  
e. Definition of multinational corporations 
f. The growth of international governmental organizations 
g. The growth of non-governmental organizations (e.g., Red Cross, Red 

Crescent) 
 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Content Statement Item Specifications DOK 
Concept 9:  Contemporary World 
 
PO 4.    Examine environmental issues from a global 
perspective (e.g., pollution, population pressures, 
global warming, scarcity of resources). 
 
 
SSHS-S2C9-04 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Population growth in and demographics of developed and developing 
countries 

b. The trade-off between environmental quality and economic growth 
c. Differing  perspectives on how human actions modify a region (e.g., 

global warming, scarcity of resources) 
 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 

Type of Assessment  
 

MC 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

Concept 9:  Contemporary World 
 
PO 5.  Connect current events with historical events 
and issues using information from class discussions 
and various resources (e.g., newspapers, magazines, 
television, Internet, books, maps). 
 
 
SSHS-S2C9-05 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment  
 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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SOCIAL STUDIES ITEM SPECIFICATIONS - HIGH SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY  

Geography Concept 1:  The World in Spatial 
Terms 
The spatial perspective and associated geographic 
tools are used to organize and interpret information 
about people, places and environments. 
 
PO 1.  Construct maps using appropriate elements 
(i.e., date, orientation, grid, scale, title, author, index, 
legend, situation). 
 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 

Concept 1:  The World in Spatial Terms 
 
 
PO 2.  Interpret maps and images (e.g., political, 
physical, relief, thematic, Geographic Information 
Systems [GIS], Landsat). 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 

Concept 1:  The World in Spatial Terms 
 
PO 3.  Use appropriate maps and other graphic 
representations to analyze geographic problems and 
changes over time. 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment  
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Concept 1:  The World in Spatial Terms 
 
PO 4.  Use an atlas to access information. 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 

Geography Concept 2:   Places and Regions 
Places and regions have distinct physical and cultural 
characteristics. 
 
PO 1.   Identify the characteristics that define a 
region: 

a.  physical processes such as climate, terrain, 
     and resources 
b.  human processes such as religion, political 
     organization, economy, and demographics  

 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 
 

Concept 2:   Places and Regions 
 
PO 2.  Describe the factors (e.g., demographics, 
political systems, economic systems, resources, 
culture) that contribute to the variations between 
developing and developed regions.  
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 

Concept 2:   Places and Regions 
 
PO 3.  Examine geographic issues (e.g., drought in 
Sahel, migration patterns, desertification of Aral Sea, 
spread of religions such as Islam, conflicts in 
Northern Ireland/Ireland, Jerusalem, Tibet) in places 
and world regions. 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Concept 2:   Places and Regions 
 
PO 4.  Analyze the differing political, religious, 
economic, demographic, and historical ways of 
viewing places and regions. 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 

Concept 2:   Places and Regions 
 
PO 5.  Examine how the geographic characteristics of 
a place affect the economics and culture (e.g., 
changing regional economy of the sunbelt, location 
with respect of natural hazards, location of Panama 
Canal, Air Force Bases in Arizona). 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 

Concept 2:   Places and Regions 
 
PO 6.  Analyze how a region changes over time (e.g., 
U.S./Mexico border, Europe from World War I to the 
development of European Union, change from pre- to 
post-colonialism in Africa, Hong Kong). 
 

Content Emphasis;  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 
 

Concept 2:   Places and Regions 
 
PO 7. Analyze sides of scientific debates over how 
human actions (e.g., global warming, ozone decline) 
modify a region. 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 

Geography Concept 3:  Physical Systems  
Physical processes shape the Earth and interact with 
plant and animal life to create, sustain, and modify 
ecosystems.   These processes affect the distribution 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Not assessed. 
 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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of resources and economic development.  Science 
Strands are summarized as they apply to Social 
Studies content in Grades K-8.  In High School, 
the Performance Objectives are a summary of 
skills and content for grades 9 -12.  These 
concepts are reinforced in Social Studies classes, 
but assessed through Science. 
 
PO 1.  Analyze how weather and climate (e.g., the 
effect of heat transfer, Earth’s rotation, and severe 
weather systems) influence the natural character of a 
place. 
Connect with: Science Strand 6 Concepts 1, 2, 4                                 
 
PO 2.  Analyze different points of view on the use of 
renewable and non-renewable resources in Arizona.                     
Connect with:  Science Strand 3 Concept 2 
 
PO 3.  Analyze how earth’s internal changes (e.g., 
earthquakes, volcanic activity, folding, faulting) and 
external changes (e.g., geochemical, water and 
carbon cycles, erosion, deposition) influence the 
character of places.  
Connect with: Science Strand 6 Concepts 1, 2 
 
PO 4.  Analyze how hydrology (e.g., quality, 
reclamation, conservation) influences the natural 
character of a place. 
 

Reinforced in Social Studies but assessed in Science. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



POST ASSESSMENT ITEM SPECIFICATIONS   
HIGH SCHOOL WORLD HISTORY  

 

 Final Version – July, 2013 48 
 

Geography Concept 4:  Human Systems  
Human culture, their nature, and distribution affect 
societies and the Earth. 
 
PO 1.  Interpret population growth and demographics 
(e.g., birth and death rates, population growth rates, 
doubling time and life expectancy, carrying 
capacity).                              
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed.  
 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 

Concept 4:  Human Systems  
 
PO 2.  Analyze push/pull factors that contribute to 
human migration.  
 
SSHS-S4C4-02 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Push/Pull factors for human migration (e.g., food supply, climate, 
disease, economic opportunities, security, political/religious freedom) 

b. Topics must align to assessable performance objectives in the high 
school world history assessment 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Concept 4:  Human Systems  
 
PO 3.  Analyze the effects of migration on places of 
origin and destination, including border areas. 
 
SSHS-S4C4-03 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Impact of migration on places of origin and destination, including 
border areas. (e.g., Mexico/US, Israel/Palestinian Territories, 
India/Pakistan, Cold War—Era Germany, North/South Korea) 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

 
 

Concept 4:  Human Systems  
 
PO 4.  Analyze issues of globalization (e.g., 
widespread use of English, the role of the global 
media, resistance to “cultural imperialism,” trade, 
outsourcing).                          
 
SSHS-S4C4-04 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Cause and effects of globalization (e.g., widespread use of English, 
the role of the global media, resistance to “cultural imperialism,” 
trade, outsourcing)                         

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 
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Concept 4:  Human Systems  
 
PO 5.  Analyze the development, growth, and 
changing nature of cities (e.g., urban sprawl, suburbs, 
city revitalization).         
 
 
SSHS-S4C4-05 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include:  

a. Causes and effects of industrialization on urban areas (e.g., 
development, growth, and changing nature of cities, urban sprawl, 
suburbs, city revitalization, disease, class stratification, environmental 
degradation, pollution) 

b. Topics must align to assessable performance objectives in the high 
school world history assessment       

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 

 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

 
 



POST ASSESSMENT ITEM SPECIFICATIONS   
HIGH SCHOOL WORLD HISTORY  

 

 Final Version – July, 2013 51 
 

Concept 4:  Human Systems  
 
PO 6.  Analyze factors (e.g., social, biotic, abiotic) 
that affect human populations.             
 
 
SSHS-S4C4-06 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include:  

a. Analyze how factors (e.g., climate, disease, genocide, famine, war) 
affect human populations 

b. Topics must align to assessable performance objectives in the high 
school world history assessment 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 

           

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

 
 

Concept 4:  Human Systems  
 
PO 7.  Predict the effect of a change in a specific 
factor (e.g., social, biotic, abiotic) on a human 
population.  
 
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 
 

Type of Assessment   
  
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Concept 4:  Human Systems  
 
PO 8.  Explain how ideas, customs, and innovations 
(e.g., religion, language, political philosophy, 
technological advances, higher education, economic 
principles) are spread through cultural diffusion. 
 
 
SSHS-S4C4-08 

Content Emphasis:  
 
Can include: 

a. Causes of cultural diffusion (e.g., economic, migration, social, 
political, writing, trade, religion, technology, war, conquest) 

b. Topics must align to assessable performance objectives in the high 
school world history assessment 
 

Stimulus type: 
• Excerpts 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Tables, charts, graphs 
• Maps 
• Timelines 

Type of Assessment   
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

 
 

Geography Concept 5:  Environment and Society  
Human and environmental interactions are 
interdependent upon one another.  Humans interact 
with the environment – they depend upon it, they 
modify it, and they adapt to it.  The health and well-
being of all humans depends upon an understanding 
of the interconnections and interdependence of 
human and physical systems.     
 
PO 1.  Analyze how the Earth’s natural systems (e.g., 
Gulf Stream permitting habitation of northern 
Europe, earthquakes, tsunamis, periodic droughts, 
river civilizations) affect humans.  
   
 

Content Emphasis:  
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Concept 5:  Environment and Society 
 
PO 2.  Analyze how natural hazards impact humans 
(e.g., differences in disaster preparation between 
developed and developing nations, why people 
continue to build in disaster-prone places). 
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 
 

Concept 5:  Environment and Society 
 
PO 3.   Analyze how changes in the natural 
environment can increase or diminish its capacity to 
support human activity (e.g., major droughts, warm 
and cold periods, volcanic eruptions, El Niño events, 
pollution). 
 

Content Emphasis: 
  
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 
 

Concept 5:  Environment and Society 
 
PO 4.  Analyze the environmental effects of human 
use of technology (e.g., irrigation, deforestation, 
overgrazing, global warming, atmospheric and 
climate changes, energy production costs and 
benefits, water management) on the environment.  
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 
 

Concept 5:  Environment and Society 
 
PO 5.  Analyze how humans impact the diversity and 
productivity of ecosystems (e.g., invading non-native 
plants and animals).  
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 
 



POST ASSESSMENT ITEM SPECIFICATIONS   
HIGH SCHOOL WORLD HISTORY  

 

 Final Version – July, 2013 54 
 

Concept 5:  Environment and Society 
 
PO 6.  Analyze policies and programs for resource 
use and management (e.g., the trade-off between 
environmental quality and economic growth in the 
twentieth century).     
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 
 

Concept 5:  Environment and Society 
 
PO 7.  Predict how a change in an environmental 
factor (e.g., extinction of species, volcanic eruptions) 
can affect an ecosystem. 
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
 
Not assessed. 

Type of Assessment   
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
 
 
 
 

Geography Concept 6:  Geographic Applications  
Geographic thinking (asking and answering 
geographic questions) is used to understand spatial 
patterns of the past, the present, and to plan for the 
future. 
 
PO 1.  Analyze how geographic knowledge, skills, 
and perspectives (e.g., use of Geographic Information 
Systems in urban planning, reapportionment of 
political units, locating businesses) are used to solve 
contemporary problems. 
 
 

Content Emphasis: 
 
 
Not assessed. 
 

Type of Assessment 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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Concept 6:  Geographic Applications  
 
PO 2.  Analyze how changing perceptions of places 
and environments (e.g., where individuals choose to 
live and work, Israeli settlements, role of military 
bases, Viking colonization and naming of Iceland) 
affect the choices of people and institutions.  
 
 
SSHS-S4C6-02 

Content Emphasis: 
 
Can include: 

a. Changing perceptions of places and environments impact the choices 
of people and institutions (e.g., Israeli settlements, Viking 
colonization and naming of Iceland, Arabian desert (petroleum 
reserves)  

 
Stimulus type: 

• Excerpts 
• Paintings and pictures, political cartoons 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 

 

Type of Assessment   
 
 

MC 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 

 
2 

 
 

Concept 6:  Geographic Applications  
 
PO 3.  Analyze how geography influences historical 
events and movements (e.g., Trail of Tears, Cuban 
Missile Crisis, location of terrorist camps, pursuit of 
Pancho Villa, Mao’s long march, Hannibal crossing 
the Alps, Silk Road). 
 
 
SSHS-S4C6-03 

Content Emphasis: 
 
Not assessed. 
 
Can include: 

a. Influence of geography on historical events and movements (e.g., 
Cuban Missile Crisis, location of terrorist camps, pursuit of Pancho 
Villa, Mao’s long march, Hannibal crossing the Alps, Silk Road). 

 
Stimulus type: 

• Bulleted lists 
• Flowcharts 
• Diagrams 
• Maps 

 

Type of Assessment   
 
 
DOK essence of the 
standard 
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