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Preface 
MCESA Custom Assessments are assessments created for non-state-tested subjects that have been 

specifically designed for application in teacher effectiveness models.  Like all assessments developed for 

high-stakes use, technical materials accompany the assessment for supporting the interpretation of results. 

This document provides the scale score cut points, levels, and descriptors of those levels to assist educators 

with making meaning of the students’ scale scores. 

As educators are analyzing student scores from assessments, it would be helpful to have this information 

contained in this manual alongside the data.  Leaders may choose to provide the whole manual or copy 

the pages that related to specific subject areas. 
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Introduction to Scale Scores & Levels  
MCESA Custom Assessments come with scale scores, levels, and descriptors. These are tools to support 
teachers and leaders with deeper analysis of data from the assessments.  This handout will describe basic 
information about accessing scale scores and levels as well as using the information.  Please visit this 

website for additional information.  http://mcesa.schoolwires.net//site/Default.aspx?PageID=387 

 

USING THE SCALE SCORES & LEVELS 

The scale scores, levels, and descriptors provide context and 
meaning to a student’s raw score on an assessment.  Table 1 shows a 
sample report similar to the PCG report called Student Score Listing 
by Student Scale Score.  It includes two ways to examine student 

scores: raw score and % correct. 

Table 1: Sample report with raw scores 

Ms. Jones 3rd Grade Class 

Last Name First Name % Correct Raw Score 

Henry Patrick 24.0% 12 

Jefferson Thomas 34.0% 17 

Adams John 36.0% 18 

Adams Abigail 44.0% 22 

Monroe James 52.0% 26 

Washington George 64.0% 32 

Madison Dolly 78.0% 39 

While it is clear that a score of 17/50 correlates to a percent 
correct of 34%, that still does not tell enough about how Thomas 
Jefferson performed on this particular test.  That is why scale scores 
and cut point levels are valuable; they allow for comparison and 

contextualize the scores.  

The necessary report in PCG is a Teacher Level by Class report 
called Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score. This report 
contains the scale score and level that MCESA has computed which have been uploaded by PCG.  See 

Table 2 for an example. 

 

DEFINITIONS 

A raw score is the 
total number of 
points a student 
scores on an 
assessment.  

A scale score is a 
conversion of a 
student’s raw score 
on an assessment to 
a common scale that 
allows for numerical 
comparison of that 
student’s score to 
the scores of 
different test forms. 

A cut score is a set 
point on the scale 
where scores above 
the point are in one 
classification and 
scores below that 
point are in a 
different 

classification. 

http://mcesa.schoolwires.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=387
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Table 2: Sample report with scale scores and level 

Ms. Jones 3rd Grade Class 

Last Name First Name % Correct Raw Score Scale Score 
Possible 

Score 
Achievement 

Level 

Henry Patrick 24.0% 12 257 50 Low 

Jefferson Thomas 34.0% 17 306 50 Basic 

Adams John 36.0% 18 332 50 Basic 

Adams Abigail 44.0% 22 352 50 Medium  

Monroe James 52.0% 26 375 50 Medium 

Washington George 64.0% 32 398 50 Medium 

Madison Dolly 78.0% 39 492 50 High 

The sample in Table 2 shows the students’ scores equated to a common scale (scale score) so their 
performance can be compared with other students’ performance across test forms.  It also gives a 
general idea of the students’ grasp of the course content and skills (achievement level).  Now that Ms. 
Jones knows Thomas Jefferson got a scale score of 306 and that his achievement level is basic, her next 
step would be to refer to the level descriptors in order to bring meaning to the level shown in the report. 
Table 3 shows an example of a document that shows the scale score ranges associated with each level 

and the level description. 

Table 3: Sample chart of levels and descriptors 

Scale Score 
Range 

Level Description 

200 - 300 Low 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  Students may 
need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the targets for this 
course. 

301 - 350 Basic 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in their 
knowledge.  Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content 
of the course.  

351 - 400 Medium 

Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  While students may still have 
some knowledge gaps, there are fewer than at the limited level.  They 
are closer to mastering the breadth of the course. 

400 - 500 High 
Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding 
of the knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  

DELIVERY OF SCALE SCORES 

For MCESA assessments, the scale scores and levels are calculated and provided for both the pre- and 
post-assessments.  They are uploaded twice annually into PCG after semester and year-long testing.  They 
are included in the PCG reports: Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score and Student Score Listing by 
Student by Scale Score- Comprehensive.  The book of all scale score ranges and descriptors is available at 

http://mcesa.schoolwires.net//site/Default.aspx?PageID=387. 

http://mcesa.schoolwires.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=387
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Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

The following pages provide the cut points that are specific to each course. The same cut points apply to 

both the pre-assessment and post-assessment.  The level descriptors are the same for all courses.  Leaders 

can distribute the whole book or simply copy and distribute the needed pages for each course. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 

Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

Physical Education, Grade 3 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-330 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

331-358 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

359-388 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

389-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 

Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

Physical Education, Grade 8 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-329 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

330-357 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

358-387 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

388-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 

Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

Physical Education, High School 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-323 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

324-350 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

351-379 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

380-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 

Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

Visual Arts, Grade 3 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-329 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

330-358 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

359-400 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

401-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Visual Art, Grade 5 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 333 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

334 - 361 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

362 - 399 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

400 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 

Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

Visual Arts, Grade 8 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-333 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

334-360 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

361-397 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

398-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Visual Arts, High School 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-319 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

320-346 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

347-385 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

386-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 

  



 

13 
 REIL & REIL-TNG 

 
MCESA Custom Assessments 

Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

Music, Grade 2 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 338 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

339 - 365 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

366 - 404 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

405 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Music, Grade 3 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-338 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

339-364 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

365-400 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

401-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Music, Grade 5 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 330 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

331 - 356 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

357 - 394 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

395 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Choir 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-332 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

333-358 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

359-395 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

396-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Band 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-327 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

328-353 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

354-392 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

393-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 

Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

Theater 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-328 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

329-355 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

356-393 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

394-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Dance 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200-334 
 
 

Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

335-361 
 
 

Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

362-400 
 
 

Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

401-500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 

Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 
 

Social Studies, Grade 6 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 323 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

324 - 349 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

350 - 375 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

376 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Social Studies, Grade 7 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 334 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

335 - 360 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

361 - 387 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

388 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Social Studies, Grade 8 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 327 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

328 - 353 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

354 - 381 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

382 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

Economics, High School 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 328 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

329 - 354 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

355 - 391 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

392 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

US Government, High School 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 325 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

326 - 351 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

352 - 388 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

389 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

US History, High School 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 332 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

333 - 358 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

359 - 386 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

387 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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MCESA Custom Assessments 
Scale Score Levels and Descriptors 

 

World History, High School 
 

These scale score ranges, levels, and descriptors are intended to help users of MCESA Custom 

Assessments understand and interpret the scale scores that students earn.  By referring to the PCG report 

Student Score Listing by Student by Scale Score, users can see the student’s raw score, or number correct, 

has been converted to a score on a scale from 200-500*.  Use the levels and descriptors shown below to 

provide context and meaning to a student’s score.   

Scale Score 
range  

Level Descriptor 

200 - 330 Low 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated very low or no 
understanding of the content associated with the course.  
 
Students may need intensive instruction and intervention to meet the 
targets for this course. 
 

331 - 357 Basic 
 
 

Students in this score range have demonstrated limited knowledge 
and/or skills associated with this course.  They have many gaps in 
their knowledge.  
 
Students have not yet mastered the breadth of the content of the 
course.  

358 - 385 Medium Students in this score range have demonstrated foundational 
knowledge and/or skills associated with this course.  

 
While students may still have some knowledge gaps, there are fewer 
than at the limited level.  They are closer to mastering the breadth of 
the course. 
 

386 - 500 High Students in this score range have demonstrated a strong understanding of the 
knowledge and/or skills associated with the course.  
 
 

*Actual scale scores of student earning 0% correct or 100% correct on the test may lie outside of the 200-500 scale. 
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