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The REIL Learning Observation Instrument is a product of Rewarding 
Excellence in Instruction and Leadership an initiative of the Maricopa 

County Education Service Agency.



By the end of the module, teachers will select an appropriate content and process skill for objective writing that is at 
the correct level of difficulty.  

Evidence of proficiency will be a clearly written lesson objective at the application level or above, including an 
observable verb and specific content, and the evidence of learning that aligns with student learning needs.

• How do I know which standard to start with to begin the planning process?

• What are my students required to know and required to do?

• Why is it important to know the progression of skills through the grade levels?

• How does a logical learning sequence assist us in differentiating instruction?

• How do formal and/or informal assessments assist us with instructing at the correct level of difficulty?

• How does teaching objectives written at the correct level of difficulty ensure that instruction meets the needs of 
your students?

This workbook is intended to support participants during the face-to-face workshop by (1) summarizing each step of the 
process (even numbered pages), and (2) providing practice of each step of the process (odd numbered pages).

Foundations of Instruction: Objective 
Writing-English Language Arts

Key Questions:

About This Workbook

Workshop Outcomes:
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Select a standard from the AZ 2010 
ELAS (Common CORE) or district 
pacing guide for your grade level or 
content.

step

1

Select a standard that:

•students have not yet learned.

•is significant in learning.

•is in the logical progression of content development.
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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS & LITERACY IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE, AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS

Reading Standards for Informational Text K–5 
Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students:

Key Ideas and Details
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers.

1. Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text.

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.

2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the 
key details and explain how they support the 
main idea.

2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain 
how it is supported by key details; summarize the 
text.

2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key details; 
summarize the text.

3. Describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, 
or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/e!ect.

3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in 
a historical, scientific, or technical text, including 
what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text.

3. Explain the relationships or interactions between 
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the text.

Craft and Structure
4. Determine the meaning of general academic 

and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

4. Determine the meaning of general academic 
and domain-specific words or phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

4. Determine the meaning of general academic 
and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.

5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key 
words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information 
relevant to a given topic e"ciently.

5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/e!ect, problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text 
or part of a text.

5. Compare and contrast the overall structure 
(e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/e!ect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more texts.

6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of 
the author of a text.

6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and 
secondhand account of the same event or 
topic; describe the di!erences in focus and the 
information provided.

6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event 
or topic, noting important similarities and 
di!erences in the point of view they represent.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., 

maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., 
where, when, why, and how key events occur).

7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, animations, or interactive elements 
on Web pages) and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in 
which it appears.

7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a 
problem e"ciently.

8. Describe the logical connection between 
particular sentences and paragraphs in a text 
(e.g., comparison, cause/e!ect, first/second/third 
in a sequence).

8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 
to support particular points in a text.

8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 
to support particular points in a text, identifying 
which reasons and evidence support which 
point(s).

9. Compare and contrast the most important points 
and key details presented in two texts on the 
same topic.

9. Integrate information from two texts on the same 
topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

9. Integrate information from several texts on the 
same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts, at the high 
end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

10. By the end of year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band proficiently, with sca!olding as 
needed at the high end of the range.

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts, at the high 
end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.



3

Unpack or deconstruct the standard or 
performance objective.

Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 
supported by key details; summarize the text.

Do Know
what will the students...

verbs nouns

step

2

&
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Do Know

4.RI.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, 

concepts, or information in a text or part of a text.
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Investigate the concept development from 
grade to grade.

• locating the grade level where 
terminology and skills are introduced.

• locating the further development of the 
skill  to better identify the purpose of 
the standard.

step

3

by
Research the development of the standard by investigating 
how it is approached in each grade level.

Foundations of Instruction: Objective Writing- English Language Arts
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Common Core State Standards For English Language Arts & Literacy In History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects

Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students:
Craft and Structure
5. Identify the front cover, back cover, and 

title page of a book.
5. Know and use various text 

features )e.g., headings, tables of 
contents, glossaries, electronic menus, 
icons) to locate key facts or information 
in a text.

5. Know and use various text features 
(e.g., captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text efficiently. 

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students:
Craft and Structure
5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., 

key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to 
locate information relevant to a given 
topic efficiently.

5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information in a text or 
part of a text.

5. Compare and contrast the overall 
structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts, or information 
in two or more texts.
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Write a learning sequence.
step

4

additional sub-skills that may not be directly stated in 
standards (use your knowledge of the content).

the “unpacked skills” from the grade level. (use your Do and 
Know Chart from page 4).

the prerequisite skills from past grade levels. (use the grade 
level progression from page 6).

Consider...

Foundations of Instruction: Objective Writing- English Language Arts
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Do

8

Refer to your Do and Know Chart from Step 2 and the grade-to-grade 
progression (I, C, M) from Step 3, as well as your own knowledge of the 
necessary prerequisite sills.*

Once you list all the activities 
students must do, sequence them 
in the order they should be taught.
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Determine where to begin instruction.
step

5

Formal Informal

* Include all aspects of 
the standard.

Progress from simple 
to complex.* *Define the terms of 

the lesson.

*Explain the process(es) 
included in the lesson.

Assessment
or

Foundations of Instruction: Objective Writing- English Language Arts
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Informal Assessment



Write a complete lesson objective, including 
content, process, and evidence of learning 
(end-of-lesson assessment).

step

6

Evidence of
Learning

Quantity Quality
Critical 

Thinking11

Complete Lesson
Objective
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Objective
Evidence of Learning




